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Book Description 
Alix Chamberlain is a woman who gets what she wants and has made a living, with her 
confidence-driven brand, showing other women how to do the same. So she is shocked 
when her babysitter, Emira Tucker, is confronted while watching the Chamberlains' 
toddler one night, walking the aisles of their local high-end supermarket. The store's 
security guard, seeing a young black woman out late with a white child, accuses Emira of 
kidnapping two-year-old Briar. A small crowd gathers, a bystander films everything, and 
Emira is furious and humiliated. Alix resolves to make things right. 
 
But Emira herself is aimless, broke, and wary of Alix's desire to help. At twenty-five, she 
is about to lose her health insurance and has no idea what to do with her life. When the 
video of Emira unearths someone from Alix's past, both women find themselves on a 
crash course that will upend everything they think they know about themselves, and each 
other. 
 
About the Author 
Kiley Reid is the instant New York Times-bestselling author of Such a Fun Age, a critically 
acclaimed new novel that shines a bright light on the subtle, yet deeply impactful aspects 
of race and privilege in America. Reid earned her MFA from the Iowa Writers’ Workshop 
and has been described as an exciting new voice in the literary scene. In honest and 
compelling talks, Reid weaves together her writing methods with the process of writing 
about timely, relevant issues like race and class with unflinching honesty. 
 
Reid’s debut novel, Such a Fun Age, follows a Black babysitter named Emira and the 
white mother, Alix, who employs her. A harrowing experience propels the novel, in which 
Emira is confronted at a supermarket while watching Alix’s toddler one night, walking the 
aisles of their local high-end supermarket. The store’s security guard, seeing a young 
Black woman out late with a white child, accuses Emira of kidnapping the two-year-old. 
What follows is a sequence of events that intertwines Emira and Alix’s lives and digs into 



the complexities of benevolent racism. Over a year before the book’s publication, 
acclaimed producer and actress Lena Waithe acquired the film rights to the story, and an 
adaptation is currently in the works. Such a Fun Age was a finalist for the NAACP Image 
Award in Outstanding Literary Work by a Debut Author. The novel is also nominated for 
the 2020 Booker Prize. Additionally, Reese Witherspoon, Well-Read Black Girl, and 
Buzzfeed all chose the novel for their monthly book clubs. 
 
During her time at the Iowa Writers’ Workshop, Reid was awarded the prestigious Truman 
Capote Fellowship and taught undergraduate creative writing workshops with a focus on 
race and class. She has had work featured in The New York Times and TIME, and her 
short stories have appeared in several notable publications like Playboy, Ploughshares, 
December, New South, and Lumina. Reid lives in Philadelphia. 
 
For more information on Kiley Reid please visit the Penguin Random House Speakers 
Bureau website. 
 
 
Character List 
Alix Chamberlain  Blogger and Public Speaker (Alex Murphy) 
Peter Chamberlain  Alix's Husband 
Emira Tucker   Alix’s Babysitter (Nickname: Mira) 
Briar Louise   Alix’s Eldest Daughter (Nickname: Bri) 
Zara     One of Emira's Friends 
Josefa     One of Emira's Friends  
Shaunie    One of Emira's Friends 
Catherine May  Alix’s Youngest Daughter 
Kelley T. Copeland  Emira's Boyfriend 
Rachel    One of Alix's Friends 
Jodi     One of Alix's Friends 
Tamra     One of Alix's Friends  
 
Detailed Character List: 
https://www.bookcompanion.com/such_a_fun_age_character_list.html  
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General Questions 
• What were your overall thoughts of the book?  
• If you’d heard of the book before, did it meet your expectations? 
• This book will be adapted to film - who would you cast to star in the movie version?  

 
 
Book-Specific Questions 
 

From the PRH Book Club Kit 
https://issuu.com/prhlibrary/docs/safa-bookclubkit 

 
• Such a Fun Age is told from the perspectives of two highly different women: 

Emira and Alix. How did the narration impact your reading experience? Did you 
relate more to one woman than the other? Did that change as you read the 
novel?  
 

• After Kelley takes the video of Emira in the grocery store, she asks him not to 
release it. Did you understand her request? What would you have done if you 
were in her position? 

 
• The question of parental vs. parental-figure relationships is pivotal in this story. 

How does Briar’s relationship with Emira differ from that with her mother? How 
do Emira and Alix each relate to Briar in turn? 

 
• While the “age” in the title recalls childhood, the novel is very much about Emira’s 

pivotal age and her experience as a twenty five-year old learning how to be a 
grown-up. Talk about some of Emira’s challenges, as well as her freedoms. How 
does her experience compare or differ to your own? 

 
• An unexpected person links Emira and Alix. What was your reaction when you 

realized the connection? How did it make you view Alix differently? Emira? 
 

• Kelley is the first to point out the racist accusations against Emira, but at times, he 
seems to forget they have very different experiences, whereas Emira is always 
aware of it. Talk about the moments where they don’t seem to communicate well 
about their specific perspectives. 

 
• Kelley and Alix have a fraught history. Do you think Alix is right to blame Kelley for 

many of her issues growing up? Do you think Kelley’s perception of Alix as spoiled 
and privileged is fair? 

 
 
 

https://issuu.com/prhlibrary/docs/safa-bookclubkit


• Alix devotes herself to befriending Emira, but Emira only sees Alix as her employer. 
At the end of the day, did you find their relationship to be anything more than 
transactional? In what ways do each of the woman try to either maintain or disrupt 
that boundary? 

 
• Toward the end of the novel, Alix is confronted with the possibility that she had not 

acted in Emira’s best interests. Do you think Alix meant well by getting involved in 
Emira’s situation? Do her intentions ultimately matter? 

 
• The last chapter follows Emira in the years after the incident at the Chamberlains’. 

In what way did things change, if at all? Did anything you learned about Kelley, 
Alix, or Briar surprise you? 

 
• There are many uncomfortable, but relatable, moments in Such a Fun Age. In what 

ways did you see your own experiences reflected in this story? How did you feel 
seeing them explored through the characters? 

 
From Book Club Chat 

https://bookclubchat.com/books/book-club-questions-for-such-a-fun-age-by-kiley-reid/ 
 

• When we first meet Alix Chamberlain, she says she’s received nine hundred 
dollars of free merchandise by combining praise and critiques to the brands. 
However, Alix is wealthy and then married a famous newscaster. What does that 
say about Alix’s determination to still get stuff for free despite having money? 

o She also likes to point out things she got on sale, how much she saved on 
something at the store. Do you think she’s doing this because she thinks it 
makes her more relatable? 

 
• Emira is quite lost and doesn’t know what she wants to do in life—she’s at a 

confusing time post-college where everyone seems to have figured it out except 
for her. Could you relate to that feeling? 
 

• Alix asks Emira if she wants to borrow one of her many Let Her Speak polos so 
she doesn’t get anything on her clothes. But this eventually is seen as Alix 
forcing Emira to wear a uniform. What are your thoughts on this? 

 
• Alix uses Emira’s email to post the grocery store video that Kelley took—making 

it seem like he posted the video behind Kelley’s back. Why did Alix think by doing 
this she was helping Emira? 

 
• Now on to the fateful day when Emira finds out out that Alix was the one to post 

the video and Emira leaves Alix in a pretty epic way—of using the same line that 
Kelley did when he broke up with Alix. Let’s discuss all of this. 

https://bookclubchat.com/books/book-club-questions-for-such-a-fun-age-by-kiley-reid/


• How did this turn of events finally get Emira on a path toward a career? 
 

• At the end of the novel when Emira sees Kelley again with his new girlfriend she 
thinks, “Because even though Kelley had been right about her, Alix had been had 
been right about him too.” Do you agree with this? 

 
• This novel covers race, class, parenthood, growing up, forgiveness and identity. 

Let’s talk about how this story covered all these themes. What are some other 
themes you picked up on? 

 
 
Additional Questions 

• Let’s chat about Alix’s friends. Do you think the advice and guidance they gave her 
throughout the novel were in her best interests?  
 

• What was your perception of Alix when in her last chapter of the novel, it’s revealed 
that she knew at the end of her senior year that Kelley wasn’t the one who shared 
her address with Robbie? Yet she continued to blame Kelley for ruining high school 
for her for years after.  
 

• Do you think Alix will ever finish her book? 
 

Resources 
 
Additional Discussion Question Lists 
https://bookriot.com/such-a-fun-age-book-club-questions/  
https://bookclubchat.com/books/book-club-questions-for-such-a-fun-age-by-kiley-reid/  
https://www.oprahdaily.com/entertainment/a31047508/book-club-questions/  
 
Penguin Random House Book Club Kit 
https://issuu.com/prhlibrary/docs/safa-bookclubkit  
 
Author Website  
https://kileyreid.com/  
 
Author Q&A Interview with The Guardian 
https://www.theguardian.com/books/2019/dec/28/kiley-reid-interested-reading-writing-
world-we-live-in-debut-novelist   
 
More by Kiley Reid 
https://kileyreid.com/publications  
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