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Book Description 
Patrick O’Hara has always loved his niece, Maisie, and nephew, Grant — from a safe 
distance. His Palm Springs home and reclusive lifestyle aren’t exactly welcoming to 
children. But when tragedy strikes, Patrick finds himself suddenly taking on the role of 
primary guardian.  
 
Patrick has no idea what to expect, having spent years barely holding on after the loss of 
his own great love and managing a stalled career. He regrets his decision to take them 
in, until he starts to recognize that his outsize lifestyle and unusual life wisdom could bring 
about a season of healing that redefines their understanding of family, and finally lead 
Patrick back to himself. 
 
 
About the Author 
Steven Rowley is the bestselling author of Lily and the Octopus, a Washington Post 
Notable Book of 2016 and The Editor, named by NPR and Esquire Magazine as one of 
the Best Books of 2019. His new novel, The Guncle, arrives May 25th, 2021. O Magazine 
hails it as one of the LGBT books changing the literary landscape. Rowley’s fiction has 
been published in twenty languages. 
 
Lily and the Octopus is in development as a feature film at Amazon Studios. The Editor 
was optioned by Twentieth Century for director Greg Berlanti. Steven has worked as a 
freelance writer, newspaper columnist and screenwriter. Originally from Portland, Maine, 
he is a graduate of Emerson College. He currently resides in Palm Springs with his 
husband, the writer Byron Lane. 
 
 
 
 



General Questions 
• What were your overall thoughts of the book?  
• If you’d heard of the book before, did it meet your expectations? 
• Has anyone read any of the other books by this author? 
• This book will be adapted to film - who would you cast to star in the movie version?  

o https://variety.com/2021/film/news/lionsgate-steven-rowley-novel-the-
guncle-movie-1234987142/  

 
 
Guncle Rules 

• Brunch is awesome 
• Clothes have no gender 
• Fun drinks make everything more interesting 
• If a gay man hands you his phone, look only at what he is showing you 
• Bottomless mimosas are not the same as pantsless mimosas 
• The secret to staying young is money. But if you have money, you’re not stressed, 

stress is what ages you. 
• Bathroom humor is cheap.  

 
 
Book-Specific Questions 
 

• What were your thoughts on Patrick talking to the kids like they’re adults?  
 

• Were you surprised how quickly Patrick changed his mind when it came to taking 
the kids for the summer? He’d changed his mind by chapter 3. 

o Do you think he did it for the right reasons?  
o Or just because Clara wanted to take them? 

 
• Patrick and his sister, Clara, each has a different viewpoint on what would be 

best for Maisie and Grant after their mother’s death.  
o Which approach did you agree most with?  
o Did that change by the novel’s end? 
o Did your thoughts on Clara and her actions change when you found out 

that her and her husband were separating?  
o Do you think Clara was trying take the kids for the right reason? 

 
• Patrick is meant to take care of his niece and nephew for the summer, but Maisie 

and Grant prove to be just as impactful on Patrick.  
o What did you feel like the children taught Patrick? 

 
• The Guncle asks the question: At what point does one stop being a kid?  

o How is this explored in Maisie’s and Grant’s life?  
o What about Patrick’s? 
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• Did you have a favorite Guncle Rule?  
o If so, which one? How would you implement it in your own life?  
o If you had to create a new Guncle Rule, what would it be? 

 
• JED are an unconventional—and hilarious—set of neighbors. How does the 

throuple play a role in this novel?  
o What were some of your favorite moments with them? 

 
• Grief is a major theme throughout The Guncle. Discuss the different ways in 

which Patrick, Grant, and Maisie each learn to cope with their grief.  
o How do Patrick’s memories of Sarah come to impact all of them?  
o Does the endless sunshine of Palm Springs help or hurt them in these 

darker moments? 
 

• Why do you think Emory is the first person Patrick considers opening his heart up 
to since Joe’s death? 

o Thoughts on their age difference? 
o Let’s talk about how Patrick shut himself off from the outside world after 

Joe died. 
o How is Patrick now ready to explore a relationship? 
o Do you think because of Joe’s family situation, that Patrick never got 

closure?  
 

• By the novel’s end, Patrick has decided to revive his acting career. Were you 
surprised by his choice of project?  

o What type of performance would you love to see Patrick do? 
 

• Patrick is always his authentic self, something he draws on as a guncle. In what 
ways does he encourage the kids to celebrate their own unique qualities?  

o Have you had a guncle or Auntie Mame–type figure in your own life?  
o If so, what have you learned from them? 

 
• What do you think happens next for Patrick? For Grant and Maisie? 

 
• Through flashbacks, we learn how close Patrick and Sara were. What did you 

think about their friendship? 
 

• While there is a lot of humor in the book, there are plenty of poignant scenes as 
well. Which heartfelt scenes stuck out to you the most? 
 

• What do you feel are some of the lessons from the book? 



• How did this experience taking care of Maisie and Grant help him process his 
own grief and also be accepting of love? 

 
 
Resources 
 
Discussion Questions 
https://bookclubchat.com/books/book-club-questions-for-the-guncle-by-steven-rowley/  
 
Penguin Random House Book Club Kit 
https://issuu.com/prhlibrary/docs/guncle-bookclubkit  
 
“Guncle Rules” | Steven Rowley 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SMoYe1AIyPA  
 
Author Website  
https://www.stevenrowley.com/  
 
Author Q&A Interview with The Nerd Daily 
https://thenerddaily.com/steven-rowley-author-
interview/?fbclid=IwAR37LQx6zk86dTBT8YhAfOXOtmN9XSdrvmZf6Fot5f9ZaXgP4Uu
M8IbHETs  
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